“DRAFT”

Highlights of the General Sciences Workplace Committee Meeting

January 31, 2005

NEXT MEETING: February14th.  Please let Joe know if you will not be attending.

Present: G. Abrams, M. Bello, M. Condon, Y.-D. Chan, D. Diederich, L. Galtieri, S. Klein

              and J. Kwan.

Guest:    Peggy Norris

Agenda items:

UC/DOE Contract for managing LBNL  (J. Kwan)

Discussion on RFP material S. Klein distributed prior to this meeting taken from the DOE website:

RFPAmend.doc is a Jan. 19, 2005 amendment to the RFP, 'clarifying' some issues regarding pension plans.  Item c seems to re-arrange the clauses in a sentence.  Maybe one of you can understand the significance of this - I don't.

postworkshopquestions... are the written responses to written questions at a Dec. 9th workshop. Slides 18-24 pertain to pensions.  The responses seem a little 'hard-line' - not

comforting.

preproposalconference.pdf are the written responses to written questions at a Jan. 12th workshop.  It clarifies that H.21(e) does apply to the University of California bid.  The other

answers are "No, but..."     Slide 5 clarifies that the DOE does not want to negotiate over the contract - take it or leave it.  Again, not comforting.

No action item at this time from our committee.  We will revisit after RFP deadline of Feb. 9.

Attachments (3)
Black Student’s Conference and NSBP Conference (G. Abrams)
The National Society of Black Physicists (NSBP) will meet in Orlando, FL starting on Feb. 16. This group of professional and students is currently headed by LBNL physicist Keith Jackson. Peggy McMahon, Bill Barletta, and I have attended their Conferences in past years, along 

with CSEE people. Some, especially within CSEE, see abundant opportunities at such conferences to offer summer internee advertisements.  G. Abrams and some others, have found their participation hard to justify in terms of positive outcomes.

The Black Students Conference is a rival organization also meeting this February, without a professional arm, as near as I can tell. There is at present bad blood between these two groups. G. Abrams has an even harder time justifying participation with these people.
Joe Cerny’s talk on “Education in Nucl. Science” (S. Klein)

Joe Cerny gave an NSD colloqium on "Education in Nuclear Science."  He chaired a Nuclear Science Advisory Committee subcommittee that spent 18 months studying this.

He discussed many of the same issues that we've been considering:

The underrepresentation of minorities and women

problems of dual career families

Career dissatisfaction

Feelings of disillusionment regarding job opportunities

and also mentioned many of the same solutions that we've discussed.  One big difference is that the committee had surveyed a large number of graduate students, postdocs and faculty/staff, so Joe had good data to back up a lot of what he said.

Attachment: Education in Nuclear Science, a status report
Brown Bag update (M. Bello and M. Condon)

Human Resources has announced the launch of seven new supervisor training courses.  Our Brown Bag venue would be a duplication of some of these courses.  M. Bello will work with Division Directors on communicating dates of these courses to General Science supervisors.  We will use the Brown Bag venue for other topics of interest.

