Post Doc and Graduate Student Forum Series
Draft:  9/21/05

Proposed Pilot for General Sciences


Forum Series Primary Objectives:  

· To broaden post doc and graduate student thinking on options for work after current position at Berkeley Lab.  

· To make Laboratory resources and training available on an ongoing basis to make the transition to next position an easier one. 

· To assist in making experience at the Laboratory a positive one.
Proposed Courses in Forum Series

1. Course:  Career Opportunities for Post Doc’s and Graduate Students

Overview:  Provide broader options for work at Laboratories, academia, government, and industry.     Provide resource on website links to these options.   Will also feature one up to several former Laboratory post docs who can speak to how they successfully made the transition.  They will share their experiences, give tips on making the transition, and offer insights on what it takes to work in their current environment.    
Course development:  Karen Ramorino with assistance from scientists in Division who know where post doc’s and graduate students should look.  Also, Joe Cerny, Dean at UCB. 

Estimated time:  1 hour, includes discussion 

Teach course:  Former post docs.  Karen Ramorino with support from scientists who can answer more technical/industry specific questions can provide information and resources on broader options.
2. Course:  Resume Writing and Job Interview Tips

Overview:  Provide model templates for writing resumes for academia verses industry, and for science verses related fields.  Provide tips for interviewing in these different environments.   Further 1 on 1 assistance can be provided by appointment with HR Recruiter.
Course development:  Karen Ramorino with support from HR Recruiting group and scientists.

Estimated time:  1 hour, includes discussion and practice

Teach course:  Karen Ramorino

3. Course:  Presentation Skills

Overview:  Provide general tips on giving a presentation.   Include a senior scientist who can give tips on what makes a good scientific presentation.   Practice giving a presentation on their work in small groups.  Members of group provide critique based on tips.   If more in depth practice is needed or desired for particular individuals, further assistance can be provided in a follow-up course for small groups of up to 4.   Follow-up course offers more 1 on 1 assistance and would include two meetings to review tips, practice presentations, video tape practice presentations, review tape at home or at Berkeley Lab Institute, and critique each other.
Course Development:  Karen Ramorino with input from experienced scientists.

Estimated Time:  1.5 hours for general presentation course.  More in depth practice course is 1.5 hours for each session/two sessions.  

Teach Course:  Karen Ramorino

4. Course:  Business of Science
Overview:  Provide overview and descriptions of key areas in the business of science:  deliverables, budgets, schedules, monthly cost reporting and estimating, project management/team fundamentals, and proposal development and management.  

Course Development:  Jay Marks, with support from Karen Ramorino if needed 
Estimated Time:  1 hour

Teach Course:  Jay Marks, with support from Karen Ramorino if needed
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